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SEMA: Destination ICIAM 2019

The Spanish Society of Applied Mathematics is on its way to ICIAM  2019. 0n May 13th, 2013, at its Board 
meeting in Beijing, the International Council for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (ICIAM) selected the 
SEMA bid to host  the ICIAM ninth congress, which will take place in Valencia from July  15th to 19th, 
2019.

ICIAM  is an international organization that brings together societies of applied and industrial mathematics 
worldwide, with the goal of working in a coordinated way for the advancement of Industrial and Applied 
Mathematics. Founded in 1987 by  four leading societies in applied mathematics: Gesellschaft für 
Angewandte Mathematik und Mechanik (GAMM, Germany), the Institute of Mathematics and its 
Applications (IMA, UK), the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM, USA) and the 
Société de Mathématiques et Industrielles Appliquées (SMAI, France), until 1999 it  was called the 
Committee for International Conferences on Industrial and Applied Mathematics (CICIAM). Currently, the 
number of full members is 22, from all over the world,  with 16 associated members. SEMA is a (full) 
member of ICIAM.

One of the most relevant activities of the ICIAM Council is the organization of the International Congress 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (ICIAM), a carefully prepared, first class, worldwide event held 
every  four years.  Beijing will be the venue of the forthcoming ICIAM 2015, while past  ICIAM  events 
took place in Paris (1987), Washington DC (1991), Hamburg (1995), Edinburgh (1999), Sydney  (2003), 
Zürich (2007) and Vancouver (2011). The number of attendees to these conferences has steadily increased, 
reaching 3000 registrations  in  the Zurich and Vancouver editions.

SEMA is indebted to Dr. Pablo Pedregal, who initiated the process that led to the ICIAM-2019-Valencia 
bid, while serving as SEMA president. At a Board meeting held in Mallorca, the executive committee of 
SEMA agreed to promote as a venue for ICIAM  2019 a Spanish city  other than Barcelona and Madrid, who 
had hosted major congresses of mathematics in recent years. Bids from Málaga, Sevilla, Valencia and 
Zaragoza (virtually all Spanish cities with the ability to organize a conference with such a high number of 
participants) were presented, and it was clear that enthusiasm was rapidly building up in the entire Applied 
Math community in Spain. Among the candidate cities, the SEMA Board selected Valencia, after a 
thorough evaluation process which followed the ICIAM  Council guidelines.  The ‘Blasco Ibañez’ Campus 
of the University of Valencia, Estudi General (UVEG), was the venue proposed to host ICIAM 2019.

The bid to organize ICIAM-2019-Valencia was prepared by an executive committee formed by  Drs. Tomás 
Chacón (U. Sevilla), Rosa Donat (U. Valencia) and Luis Vega (U. Pais Vasco), together with the current 
SEMA president Rafael Bru. The central themes of the last ICIAM Congresses where key features in the 
proposal, which ensured continuity towards reaching the goals of these conferences. In addition, and taking 
into account the excellent location of Spain with respect to many countries in the North of Africa, a 
strategic plan towards promoting applied and industrial mathematics in emerging countries was designed, 
which included pre-conference courses, specific satellite events and a broad grant program.  The organizing 
committee was pleased to receive proposals from a large number of institutions and research groups within 
Spain, which were willing to organize scientific activities in the framework of ICIAM  2019. SEMA has 
thus assumed the responsibility  of promoting Applied and Industrial Mathematics in emerging countries 
throughout the organization of ICIAM-2019-Valencia.



The SEMA candidacy to organize ICIAM-2019 had the support of many Applied Mathematics societies. In 
particular, it included all the applied mathematics societies in the Mediterranean area which are ICIAM 
members, and many societies in Latin America and northern and equatorial Africa. We were also fortunate to 
have the support of Dr. Alfio Quarteroni, who agreed to be the Chairman of the SPC (Scientific Committee 
Pannel), should the bid succeed. Last, but not least, His Royal Highness  Prince Felipe of Spain expressed its 
interest on the bid, and agreed to chair the Honour Committee of the conference, a fact of enormous 
importance for the social relevance of the event in the media.  We believe that this broad support, along with 
Spain 's strategic position in the triangle Europe - Latin America - Africa were the great strengths of our bid 
against the other candidacies, ECMI (Amsterdam, The Netherlands and SBMAC (Iguazú, Brazil), who 
prepared and defended excellent bids. 

The “ICIAM 2019 Valencia” Association, which is the legal body in charge of the organization of the 
congress, met by the first time on January  31st at the Faculty of Mathematics, University of Valencia-General 
Study (UVEG). The Vice Rector for International Relations and Cooperation of the UVEG, Dr. Olga Gil and 
the Dean of the Faculty  of Mathematics, Dr. Rafael Crespo , as  UVEG representatives, and Dr. Rafael Bru, 
current SEMA president, opened the event.  Both representatives of the institution confirmed   the   
commitment of the University of Valencia to ICIAM2019, while the president of SEMA thanked the 
institution for its support, which had already been firmly expressed by  the UVEG ‘Consell de Govern’ at the 
time of the bid.

At the constitution of the Association it was agreed to appoint a Governing Board composed of

President: Dr. Tomás Chacón
Vice-presidents: Drs. Rosa Donat and Luis Vega
Secretary: Dr. Carlos Castro
Treasurer: Dr. Julio Moro
Members:

o Dr. Rafael Bru

o Dr. María Paz Calvo

o Dr. Eduardo Casas

o Dr. Inmaculada Higueras

o Dr. Henar Herrero

o Dr. Juan I. Montijano

o Dr. Pablo Pedregal

o Dr. Peregrina Quintela

o Dr. Elena Vázquez Cendón

o Dr. Carlos Vázquez 



It was also agreed to establish an Organizing Committee consisting of 11 Thematic Committees: 

Thematic Committee Coordinator
Academic Dr. Pablo Pedregal
Finance Dr. Eduardo Casas
Fundraising Dr. Carlos Vázquez
ICIAM liaison Dr. Tomás Chacón
Industrial Advisory Dr. Peregrina Quintela
Local Arrangements Dr. Rosa Donat
Outreach Dr. Juan I. Montijano
Public Relations Dr. Henar Herrero
Publications and Promotions Dr. Inmaculada Higueras
Satellite and embedded meetings Dr. María Paz Calvo
Travel Dr. Elena Vázquez Cendón

Finally, the timetable to be followed by the Association up to the ICIAM Congress 2015 in Beijing was also set 
up. The planning includes the selection of a PCO (Professional Congress Organizer), which will take care of 
the logistics, registration, hosting, web page, etc. Much of the organizing load will be assumed by the Local 
Organizing Committee, who shall be responsible for relations with the PCO, host events, participation of local 
institutions, etc.

We gratefully  thank all colleagues who have already assumed responsibilities and also those who will 
collaborate in the coming years in order to ensure the success of this great shared project. Organizing ICIAM 
2019 will certainly play  an extremely  dynamic role in the development of applied and industrial mathematics 
in Spain, generating a qualitative, and hopefully also quantitative, leap in its relations with industry, but also in 
the national assessment of Applied Mathematics, and the international liaison role of Spain between Europe, 
Latin America and Africa. 

We have the unique opportunity to make ICIAM-2019-Valencia a great event of exceptional scientific quality. 
The journey has already started.

Tomás Chacón, Rosa Donat y Luis Vega


